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In a work which is not intended to cover
fully the events of a great historic period
hut rather to trace out the life of a single
individual connected with that period
much must be Included which although
not possessing any historical significance
cannot be overlooked in a personal study
of the subject of the biography Mr Lin-

colns
¬

life as President was not made up of
Cabinet meetings official messages and
proclamations or reviews of armies Inter-

spersed

¬

with theso conspicuous acts was a
multitude of less heroic but scarcely less
interesting details with incidents and ex-

periences
¬

humorous or sad but all even
the most trivial being true expressions of
the life and character of the man whom we
are seeking to portray
SOCIETY AT THE WHITE HOUSE IN 1SG2

03

Society as now understood at the Na ¬

tional Capital had no existence during the
war At tiie White House there were the
usual Presidents receptions which were
quite public in character and were never
so largely attended as th Aside from
these democratic gatherings there was
little enough of gaycty During the
Winter of S62 63 a good deal of clamor
was raised over a party given by Mrs
Lincoln at which it was aserted dancing
was indulged in and Mrs Lincoln was
leverely censured for what was regarded an
Inexcusable frivolity Hon A G Riddle
who was present on the occasion referred
to states positively that there was no danc-
ing

¬

The party was a quiet one intended
only to relieve the rather dull and formal
receptions The President was pained by
the rumors that fashionable balls were
permitted at the White House in war time
and the party was not repeated
TJIE PRESIDENTS INFORMAL RECEP

TIONS

It was the custom of President Lincoln
to open twice a week the doors of his office
In the Executive Mansion for the ad mission
of all visitors who might wish to speak with
him These brief interviews stripped of
ceremony seemed the better to reveal the

- man in his true character and to SPt forth
the salient traits that fitted him for his
gTeat position and work and endeared him
bo greatly to tho popular heart They
ihowed how easily accessible he was to all
olasses of citizens how readily he could
adapt himself to people of any station or
flegree how deep Rnd true his human
sympathies were how quickly and keenly
he could discriminate character and how
heartily he detested meanness and all
unworthy acts and appliances to compass

selfish or sordid end On these occasions
as may well be imagined many curious
and memorablo incidents occurred Mr
Lincoln was usually clad in a black broad-
cloth

¬

suit nothing in all his dress betoken-
ing

¬

disregard of conventionality save
perhaps his neat cloth slippers which
were doubtless worn for comfort He was
seated beside a plain cloth covered table
in a commodious armchair As each
visitor approached the President he was
greeted with an encouraging nod and

mile and a few moments were cordially
given him in which to state the object of
the visit the President listening with the
most respectful and patient attention and
deciding each case with the greatest taot
delicacy and clearness His yes says
Mr Riddle was most gracious and satis ¬

factory his no when reached was often
spoken by the petitioner and left only a
soothed disappointment He aw the
point of a case unerringly He had a con
fldence in the homely views and speech of
the common people with whom his heart
and sympathies ever were
X VARIETY OF CALLERS THE ONE

LEGGED GERMAN SOLDIER
Taking ad antage of the opportunity

there came one day says Mr C Van Sant
Toord a sturdy honest looking German
soldier minus a leg who hobbled up to
the President on crutches In considera ¬

tion of his disabled condition he wanted
some situation about Washington the
duties of which lie might be ablo to dis¬

charge and he had come to tho President
hoping that he would provide the desired
situation for him On being interrogated
as to how he had lost his log ho answered
that it was the effect of a wound received
in battle mentioning the time and the
place Let me look at your pap re said
Mr Lincoln The man replied that he
had none and that ho supposed his word
would be sufficient What exclaimed
tho President no papers no credentials
nothing to ehow how you lost your leg
How am I to know that yon lost it in battle
cr did not lose it by a trap after getting into
somebodys orchard This was spoken
with a droll expression which amused
the bystanders all except the applicant
who with a very solemn visage earnestly
protested the truth of his statement mutter¬

ing something about the reasons for not
being able to produce his papers Well
well said the President it is dangerous
for an army man to be wandering around
without papers to show where he belongs
and what ho Is but I will see what can be
done for you And taking a blank card
bom a little pllo of similar blanks on the
table he wrote some lines upon it addressed
ft and handing it to tha man bade him de-

liver
¬

it to a certain Quartermaster who
would attend to his case

A CHANGE OF HUMOR

Tho next to approach the President was
a man apparently 60 years of age with
dress and manner which showed that he
was acquainted with the usages of good
society whoso whole exterior Indeed
would have Impressed people who form
opinions from appearances The object
of his visit was to solicit aid in some com
mission project for tho success of which
Mr Lincolns favor was regarded as es-
sential

¬

Tho President heard him pa-
tiently

¬

but demurred against being con ¬

nected with or countenancing the affair
suggesting mildly that tho applicant would
Jhettcr set up an office of the kind described

and run it in his own way and at his own
risk The man plead his advanced years
and obscurity as a reason for not attempt-
ing

¬

this but said if the President would
only let him use his name to advertiso and
recommend the enterprise he would then
ho thought need nothing more At this
the eyes of the President Hashed with sud-

den
¬

indignation and his whole aspect and
manner underwent a portentous change
No he broke forth with startling vehe-

mence
¬

springing from his scat under the
impulse of his emotion No Ill have
nothing to do with this business nor with
any man who comes to mo with such de-

grading
¬

propositions What Do you
take the President of the United States to
be a commission broker You have came
to the wrong place and for you and every
one who comes for such purposes there is
the door Tho mans face blanched as he
cowered and slunk away confounded
without uttering a word The Presidents
wrath subsided as speedily as it had risen

At another time an immense speci
men of a man presented himself Broad
shouldered robust with thews and sin-
ews

¬

to match his great hight and with
an honest good-natured countenance
all seemed to mark hirn as belonging to
the hardy yeomanry of the West He
sidled up awkwardly to the President
seeming almost afraid to accost him but
after some hofittioi contrived to say that
being on a vi it to Washington lie simply
wanted before leavirg to see the President
and have the honor of blinking hands with
him ne found a kindly reception and
after some introductory civilities Mr Lin-
coln

¬

ran his eye curiously over his huge
caller surveying him from head to foot
and then saying with a humorous look and
accent it would bo hard to describe I

rather think you have a little the advantage
of mo in hight yon are a taller man than 1

am I guess not Mr President replied
the visitor with the slf abncgaiirg air of
one who seemed to regird any claim nn liis
part of possessing an advantage our the
Chief Magistrate s an offense little short
of treason tho advantage cannot le on
my side Yes it is was the rejoinder
I have a pretty good eye foi distances and

I think I cant bo mistaken in the fact of the
advantage being slightly with you I
measure six feet three and a half inches
in my stockings and you go I think a
little beyond that Tho man still de-

murred
¬

insisting very respectfully that the
advantage must lay on tho Presidents
side It is very easily tested said the
President and rising briskly from his
chair and taking n book from the table
he placed it edgewise against the wall just
higher than his head Then turning to
his doubting competitor for the once Jie
bade him Come under This the man
did not do at once pausing with flashed
face and irresolute look as if uncertain how
far he might venture to trust the lion in his
playful mood his countenance tho wliilo
wearing a bewildered half frightened and
yet half smiling expression that was really
comical to see Come under I say re-
peated

¬

the President in a more peremptory
tone and then the visitor slowly complied
Now straighten yourself up and move

your head in this way suiting the action
to tho word This being clone Mr Lincoln
added Now you hold the book and In
sure not to let it slip down a hairbreadth

She
and I will try Planting himself aconl- -
ingly underneath the book and moving
his head from right to left it was found that
he fell a short of the other measure-
ment There said he it is as I told you
I knew could not be mistaken rarely
fail in taking a mans true altitudo by the
eye Yes but Mr President said the
man his courage amid tho merriment of
the company beginning to return you
have slippers on and I boots and that
makes a difference Not enough to
amount to anything in this reckoning
was tho reply You ought at least to bo
satisfied my honest friend with the proof
given that you actually stand higher tc day
ihaii your President
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TnE SOLDIERS DAUGHTER

Another petitioner was a young girl of
singular beauty who besought tho Prcsi
dent for a pass to go to her father who was
badly wounded in a recent battle I can
not let you go down there said the Presi
dent sadly How can I he asked look
ing up at tho sweet face so earnest and
truthful I cannot let you go and I can
not refuse you What shall I do Let
me go there she pleaded I am not afraid
God will take care of me I dont know-
I dont know he said Your faith is
beautiful but I dont know Tlicro is not
a woman down there I know it she
answered thoughtfully Aro you not
afraid not the least afraid No sir I
am not afraid I have trusted our Heavenly
Father many times before and He has never
forsaken me And He never will ex
claimed the President springing to his feet
No my child Ho never will And

drawing a chair closer to the fire he went
on Come sit here until you aro quite
warm I will writo you a pass You
shall go to your father Then as though
he felt pained at seeming inquisitive lie
stopped suddenly when just upon the
verge of asking something but tho interest
ho felt in the petitioner prevailed and he
asked if sho were fully prepared for her
journey Yes sir I have plenty of money
If money could make the heart gladI have
enough But I have no mother and my
father is perhaps dying I cannot stay to
get warm I can never get warm Good
by kind good President Lincoln I may
never see you again in this world so shake
hands with botli of mine A moment
more and she was gone

CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF LINCOLN

Among the many illustrations of the
sturdy sense and firmness of Mr Lincolns
character the following should be recorded
During the early part of 1SG3 tho Union
men in Missouri were divided into two
factions which waged a bitter controversy
with each other Jen Curtis commander
of the Military District
Kansas and Arkansas was at tho head of
one faction while Gov Gamble led the
other Their differences were a source of
great embarrassment to tho Government at
Washington and of harm to the Union
cause Tho President was in constant
aceipFof remonstrances and protests from
the contesting parties to one of which he
made the following curt reply

Your dispatch of to day is just received
It is very painful to me that you in Missouri
cannot or will not bettlo yojr factional
quarrel among yourselves I haic been
tormented with it lieyond endurance for
months by 1oth sides Neither sido pays
the least respect to my appeals to reason
1 am now compelled to take hold of the case

A LINCOLN

The President promptly followed up this
warning by removing Gen Curtis and
appointing in his place Gen Schofield to
whom he soon after addressed the following
letter
Executive Mansion Washington

May 27 1803
Gen J M Schofield

Dear Sir Having removed Gen
Curtis and assigned von to the command
of the Department of the Missouri I think
it may e or some advantage to me to state
to you why I did it I did not remove Gen
Curtis Isecauscof my full conviction that he
had done wrong by commission oromission

did it because of a conviction in my mind
that the Union men of Missouri constitut-
ing

¬

when united a vast majority of the
people have entered into a pestilent fac-
tious

¬

quarrel amuiig themselves Gen
Curtis iierlinns not of choice being the
head of one faction and Gov Gamble that
of the other After months of labor to
reconcile the ditlleulty it seemed to grow
worse and worse until I felt it my duty to
break it up somehow and as I could not
remove Gov Gamble I had to remove Gen
Curtis Now that you are in the iosition
I wish you to undo nothing merely becausj

Si - JtteiWtfa

Let Me go there pleaded I am not afraid

trifle

I I

1

rare

I

Gen Curtis or Gov Gamble did it but to
erciso your own judgment ami do right

lor the public interest Let your military
measures bo strong enough to repel tho in ¬

vaders and keep the peace and not so
strong as to unnecessarily harass and
persecute the people It is adiflicult role
and so much greater will be tho honor ifyou perform it well If both factipns or
neither shall abuse you you will probably
be about right Beware of being assailedby one and praised by tho other

Yours truly A LINCOLN
HIS TACT IN SETTLING QUARRELS
Mr Lincoln though firm and unyield ¬

ing when necessity compelled him to be
was yet by nature a peacomaker and was
ever anxious that personal differences be
adjusted happily In his efforts to thia

mmBXmM

mmmmmmmmmmmm

WASHINGTON THURSDAY

comprishigMissouri

w

end he never failed to show that tact and
shrewdness of which Ho possessed so large
a share He jsould if necessary sacrifice
his own preferences in the interests of peace
and harmony A characteristic instance
of tho exercise of theso traits occurred in
connection with tho Missouri troubles
just referred to Gen Schofields course in
command of his department proved satis-
factory

¬

to Mr Lincoln and lie had been
nominated for a Major Generals com-
mission

¬

Ho was however a somewhat
conservative man and in spite of his efforts
to carry out tho Presidents injunctions of
impartiality ho had given offense to certain
Missouri radicals who now opposed his
promotion nd were ablo to exert sufficient
influcnco in the Senate to prevent the con ¬

firmation of his appointment as a Major
General The Missouri delegation ap¬

pealed to the more radical Senators and
tho nomination was hung up for about
six weeks Mr Lincoln was very anxious
that it should be confirmed and tho Mis ¬

souri Congressmen wcro equally bent on its
defeat In his dilemma Mr Lincoln sent
for Senator Zack Chandler of Michigan
and proposed a compromise Gen Rosc
crans said he has a great many friends
he fought tho battle of Stone River and
won a brilliant victory and his advocates
begin to grumble about his treatment
Now I will tell you what I have been think ¬

ing about If you will confirm Schofield
I will remove him from tho command in
Missouri and send him down to Sherman
That will satisfy the radicals Then I will
send Rosecrans to Missouri and that will
please the latters friends In this way the
whole thing can be harmonized and our
friends hang together liko a sausage
As soon as the Senate grasped the plan of
tho President there was no longer an
opposition to the confirmation of Schofield
Ho was sent to join Sherman in the South
Rosecrans was appointed to tho command
in Missouri and everything worked har
moniouslyand pleasantly as the President
had predicted and desired

INTERCEDING FOR A WAR CORRESPOND-
ENT

¬

BANISHED BY GEN SHERMAN
Gen Shermans dislike of newspaper

corresiiondents in his army and the harsh
measures which ho bomctimes adopted are
quite generally known Wliilo ho was
commanding a division in Gen Grants
army in the West a certain newspaper
man had given him offense and was or-

dered
¬

beyond the army lines Tho case
was taken up by journalists in Washington
and a memorial was prepared asking the
President to set aside tho order of Gen
Sherman Mr J M Winchell ono of
threo persons who presented tho memorial
says Mr Lincoln evidently considered it
a delicate question and was disposed to
give it a caicful investigation Ho was
resolved I think to conciliate the press
and equally resolved not to absolutely
annul the action of the i Oitary authorities
The petition asked that he positively restore
to tho injured correspondent his lost privi
leges wliilo tho President not absolutely
refusing at first endeavored to satisfy us
with a recommendation to Gen Grant to
himself remit tho sentence But the com-
mittee

¬

believed thatGen Grant would stand
stubbornly by the action of Gen Sherman
unless the President gave his wishes the
force of an actual order The discussion
was long and animated At length while
walking about the room which ho did a
good deal the President exclaimed Well
you want me to make an order setting aside
the action of the court I wish to do what
is right and what you ask for it seems to
me from all the evidence that our news ¬

paper friend has been a little too severely
dealt with Still I am not on the spot to
judge of all the circumstances and Gen
Grant is and I do notsec howl can properly
grant your request without being sustained
by his consent But let us seo what wo
can do I will write something to put our
ideas into shapo and with a pleasant
laugh ho began at once to search for paper
and pen He was aided in this effort by
little Tad who was present and toward
whom his father frequently manifested the
moat anxious and considerato affection
He found a piece of paper with some diffi
culty on the table littered with documents
lying in complete disorder and a very poor
pen with which ho at onco set to work
Tho draft which he made was quite satis-
factory

¬

It was brief clear and precise it
stafti 1 tho case truly revoked tho sentence
of the court and gac the correspondent
the privilege of returning to Gen Grants
Headquarters Wo weredelighted witli the
document and of courso said so But
said tho President I had better make this
conditional on the approval of Gen Grant
You see it would not seem right for mo to
eend back a correspondent to the Generals
Headquarters in caso ho knew of any rea¬

son why the man should not bo there I
will just add a few words and so he did
making the order ciose as follows And to
remain if Gen Urnutshall give his express
assent and to again leae the department
if Gen Grant shall refuse said assent
There ho remarked I think that will be

about right and I havo no doubt Gen
Grant will assent And so he did

HIS SHREWD KNOWLEDGE OF MEN

Secretary Welles remarks thatthoPresi
dent was a much more shrewd and accurato
observer of tho cliaractcristics of men
better and more correctly formed an esti¬

mate of their power and capabilities than
tho Secretary of State or moit others
Those in tho public service ho closely scan-
ned

¬

but was deliberate in forming a con-
clusion

¬

adverse to any ono lie liad appointed
Ingiving or withdrawing confidence he was
dlscrimiuatingaud just in his final decision
careful never to wound unnecessarily tho
sensibilities of any for their infirmities
always ready to praise but nevertheless
firm and resolute in discharging the to him
ulways painful duty of censure reproof or
dismissal As an Instance of this sure
judgment of tho abilities and characters of
men Mr Welle3 gives an anecdote relating
to tho naval movement under Admiral Du
pont against Charleston S C One day
says Mr Wfillcs the President said to mo
that ho had but slight expectation that we
should have any great success from Du--
pont He as well as McClellansaid Mr
Lincoln hesitates has the slows Mc- -
Clellan always wanted more regiments
Dupout is everlastingly asking for more
gunboats more ironclads no will do
nothing with any Ho has intelligence
and sjstcm and will maintain a good
blockade You did well in selecting him
for that command but he will never take
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LETTERS
from AFIELD

Contemporaneous Accounts of Events in tbc History of the 93th Ohio

BV THE LATE J M BRANUAI

NOTE BY THE EDITOR OP TIIE NATIONAL
TninONE
THE BATTLE OF BENTONVILLE

The Final StruEgle Between Armies of the
Cumberland and Tennessee and tne West ¬

ern Rebel Army

Tho intensely Interesting narrative of
Lieut Branum now approaches the mo-

mentous
¬

battlo of Bcntonville or Averas
boro the last blow delivered by tho rebel
army of the West which had been driven
back more than 1000 miles from the line it
occupied at tho beginning of tho war the
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illustrating the Bentonville of the Carolinas Campaign

last name in the long list of terrible battles
which emblazoned the banners of the
Armies of tho Cumberland and the Tennes
see The brunt of tho lighting was to rau
on the glorious old Fourteenth Corps
which had struck the first blow and won
the first victory for the united armies in the
decisivo little battle of Mill Springs Ky
moro than three years before and by the
lino of march moro than 1000 tedious
miles distant It will help the better under ¬

standing of Lieut Branums narrative
to digress a little and give from othersources
a story of tho battle and the share In it of
tho organization to which Lieut Branum
belonged

Lieut Branum was then nn officer in the
98th Ohio which was commanded by
Lieut Col John S Pearce who was wound-
ed

¬

in tho battle when tha command de-

volved
¬

upon Maj David E
With the 111 78th 111 103th Ohio

113th Ohio and 121st Ohio it formed the
Second Brigado commanded by Gan
John G Mitchell of the Division
commanded by Gen James D Morgan of
the Fourteenth Corps commanded by Gen
Jeff C Davis Tho Fourteenth and Twen ¬

tieth Corps formed tho Left Wing of Sher-
mans

¬

Army and were under command of
Gen Slocum

Tho organization of tha Fourteenth
Corps for the campaign through the Caro-
linas

¬

was as follows

FOURTEENTH CORPS
Brevet Maj Gen Jefferson C Davi3

FIRST DIVISION
Brig Gcn William P Carlin
Brevet Brig Gcn Georgo P Buell
Brig Gen Charles C Walcutt

FirU Brigade
Brevet Brig Gen Harrison C Hobart

104th 111 Maj John H Widner
121 Ind Maj Gideon R Kellams
8Sth Ind

Lieut Col Cvnis E Briant
Capt William N Voris
Maj Lewis Blair

33d Ohio Capt Joseph Hinson
4th Ohio Maj William H Snider

21st Wis
Lieut CoI Michael II Fitch
Maj Charles H Walker
Lieut Col Michael H Fitch

Second Brigade
Brevet Brig Gen Georgo P Buell
Lieut Col Michael H Fitch
Brevet Brig Gen Georgo P Buell

13th Mich
Col Joshua B Culver
Maj Williard G Eatonf
Capt Silas A Yerkes

21st Mich
Capt Arthur C Prince
Lieut Col Loomis K Bishop

C9th Ohio
Capt Jacob Rarick
Lieut Samuel I Murray
Lieut Col Joseph 11 Brigham

Third Brigade
Lieut Col David MilcsJ
Lieut Col Arnold McMalianJ
Col Henry A Hambright

33th Ind
Capt James H Low
Capt David H Patton

21st Ohio
Lieut Col Arnold McMahan
Capt Samuel F Cheney
Lieut Col Arnold MoMahan
Ohio Maj Robert P Findley

70th Pa
Maj Michael H Locher
Capt John S McBrido

SECOND DIVISION
Brovet Maj Gen James Morgan

Provost Guard
110th 111 Co B Capt Wm R Heater

First Brigade
Brig Gen William Vondever

16th 111

Capt Eben White
Capt Herman Lund

In command March 28 to April
tKilled March 10
iWounded March 19
ln command March 10 to 28 J

OMortally wounded March 10
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00th III
Lieut Col Georgo W Evans
Mnj James II McDonald

10th Mich
Col Charles M Lum
Capt William II Dunphy

14th Mich Lieut Col George W Grum
mond

17th N Y
Llout Col James Lakcjf
Maj Alexander S Marshall

Second Brigade
Lieut Col John S Pearco
Brig Gcn John G Mitchellttt

3 lth III
Capt Peter F Walker
Lieut Col Peter Kgc

7Sth HI Lieut Col Maris R Vernon

I 7 BLAIR i
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Hoatch
34th

Second

J

J

74th

J
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08th Ohio
Capt James R McLaughlin
Lieut Col John S Pearcet
Maj David E Roatch

--108th Ohio
Maj Frederick Beck
Lieut Col Joseph Good

113th Ohio
Capt Toland Jones
Cant Otway Watson

121st Onio Maj Aaron B Robinson
Third Brigade

Brevet Brig Gcn Benjamin D Fearing
Lieut Col James W Langley

85th 111 Capt James R Griffith
86th 111 Lieut Col Allen L Fahnestock

110th Ult Lieut Col E Hibbard Topping
125th 111

Lieut Col James W Langley
Capt George W Cook

22d Ind Capt Wm H Snodgrass
37th Ind one company Lieut Socrates

Carver
52d Ohio

Lieut Col Charles W Clancey
Maj James T Holmes

THIRD DIVISION
Brevet Maj Gen Absalom Balrd

First Brigade
Col Morton C Hunter

82d Ind Lieut Col John M Matheny
23d Mo four companies Maj John H

Jolly
11th Ohio detachment Capt Francis H

Loring
17th Ohio Lieut ColBenjaminH Showers
31st Ohio

Capt Michael Stone
Capt Eli Wilkin

S9th Ohio Lieut Col Wm H Glenn
02d Ohio Lieut Col John C Morrow

Second Brigade
Liout Col Thomas Doan
Col Newell Gleasoug

75th Ind
Maj Cvrus J McCoIe
Lieut Col William OBrien

87th Ind
Maj Richard C Sabin
Lieut Col Edwin P Hammond

101st Ind
Maj George W Steele
Lieut Col Thomas Dam

2d Minn Lieut Col Jndson W Bishop
105th Ohio Lieut Col Geo T Perkins

Third Brigade
Col George P Este
Lieut Col Hubbard K Milwardfl --

Brig-Gen George S Greene
74th Ind Lieut Col Thomas Morgan
lSth Ky

Lieut Col Hubbard K Milward
Maj John J Hall
Lieut Col Uubbard K Milward

14th Ohio Lieut Col Albert Moore
3Sth Ohio Capt Charles M Gilbert

ARTILLERY
Maj Charles lloughtaling
1st III Light Battery C Lieut Joseph

R Channel Lieut Palmer F Scovel
2d 111 Light Battery I Lieut Judson

Rich
Indiana Light mth Battery Lieut

Samuel I Webb Lieut Clinton Keeler
Wisconsin Light Gth Battery Capt

Joseph McKnight Liout Elijah Booth jr

SHERMANS REPORT

Official Documents Bearing Upon the Opera-
tions

¬

Around Eeutonvllla

In his official report of the Carolinas
campaign Gen Sherman says beginning
with the evening of March 14 18G5

Up to this period I had perfectly succeed-
ed

¬

in interposing my superior army between
the scattered parts of my enemy But I
was then aware that tho fragmonts that had
left Columbia under Beauregard had been
reinforced by Cheathams Corps from the
West and tlio garrison of Augusta and
that ample time had been given to move
them to my front and flank about Raleigh

Wounded March 16
fttln command from Feb 7

Wounded March 19
tOn duty at Corps Headquarters Co A

24th 111 attached
Attached to 92d Ohio

Sin command from April 3
flln Command March 29 to April 9

Previously in command of a provi-
sional

¬

division consisting of mixed troors
convalescents etor

- A i
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premiums to be with- -

drawn June 15 Get

them now

Hardee had also succeeded in getting
across Capo Fear River ahead of me and
could thcrefom complete tho junction with
the other armie3 of Johnston and Hoke in
North Carolina And tho whole under
the command of tho skillful and experi¬

enced Joo Johnston mado up an army
sujierior to me in cavalry and formidawo
enough In artillery and infantry to justify
me in extreme caution in making tho last
step necessary to complete tiie march I had
undertaken Previous to reaching Fayette
ville I had dispatched to Wilmington from
I aurel Hill Church two of our best scouts
with intelligence of our position and my
general plans Both cf theso messengers
reached Wilmington and on tho morning
of tho 12th of March tho army tug David¬

son Capt Ainsworth reached Fayette
yillo from Wilmington bringing mo full
intelligence of events from tho outer world
On the same day this tug carried back to
Gen Terry at Wilmington and Gen
Schofield at New Berno my dispatched
to the effect that on Wednesday the 15th
we would move for Goldsborough feigning
on Raleigh and ordering them to march
straight for Goldslorough which I expect-
ed

¬

to reach about the 20th The same day
tho gunboat Eolus Capt Young U S
Navy also reached Fayetfcville and
through her I continued to Iiavc communis
cation with Wilmington until the dav ol
our actual deiiarture While tho work of
destruction was going on at Fayelteville
two pontoon bridges were laid acrjs Capo
Fear River one opposite tho town the other
three miles below

ADVANCE OF SHERMANS ARMY

Gen Kilpatrick was ordered to mova
up the plank road to and beyond Averas
Iwrough Ho was to lie followed by four
divisions of the Ieft Wing with as few
wagons as possible the rest of the train
under escort of the two remaining divisions
of that wing to take a shorter and moro
direct road to Goldsborough In liko
manner Gen Howard was ordered to send
his trains under good escort well to tho
right toward Faisons Depot and Golds ¬

borough and to hold four divisions light
ready to go to the aid of the Left Wing if
attacked while in motion Tho weather
continued very bad and the roads had
become mere quagmire Almost every
foot of it had to be corduroyed to admit tha
passage of wheels Still time was so im ¬

portant that punctually according to order
the columns moved out from Cape Fear
River on Wednesday the 15th of March
I accompanied Gen Slocum who preceded
by Kilpatricks Cavalry moved up the
river or plank road that day to Kyle3
landing Kilpatrick skirmishing heavily
with the enemys rear guard alout threo
miles beyond near Taylors Hole Creek
At Gen Kilpatricks request Gen Slocum
sent forward a brigade of infantry to hold
a lino of barricades Next morning tho
column advanced in the same order and
developed the enemy with artillery infan-
try

¬

and cavalry in an intrenched position
in frout cf the point where tho road branches
off toward Goldsborough through Benton-
ville

¬

On an inspection of the map it was
manifest that Hardee in retreating from
Fayetteville had halted in the narrow
swampv neck between Cape Fear and
South Rivers in hopes to hold me to save
time for the concentration of Johnstons
armies at some point to hi3rear namely
Raleigh Smitlifield or Goldsborough
Hardees force was estimated at 20000
men It was necessary to dislodge lilm
that wo might have the use of tho Golds-
borough

¬

road as also to keep up the feint
on Raleigh as long as possible Gen
Slocum was therefore ordered to pres3
and carry the position only difficult by
reason of the nature of the ground which
was so soft that horses would sink every-
where

¬

and even men could hardly make
their way over tho common pine barren

Tho Twentieth Corps Gen Williams
had tho lead and AVards Division tha
advance This was deployed and tho
skirmish line developed the position of a
brigade of Charleston heavy artillery
armed as infantry Rhetts posted across
the road behind a light parapet with a
battery of guns enfilading the approach
across a cleared field Gen Williams sent
a brigade Cases by a circuit to his left
that turned this line and by a quick charga
broke the brigade which rapidly retreated
back to a second line better built and more
strongly held A battery of artillery
Winegars well posted under the im-

mediate
¬

direction of Maj Reynolds Chief
of Artillery of Twentieth Corps did good
execution on the retreating brigade and
on advancing Wards Division over this
ground Gen Williams captured three guns
and 217 prisoners of which 6S were wound ¬

ed and left in a house near by with a rebel
officer four men and five days rations
One hundred and eight rebel dead wera
buried by its As Wards Division ad-
vanced

¬

he develoied a second and stronger
line when Jacksons Division was deployed
forward on the right of Ward and the two
divisions of Jeff C Daviss Fourteenth
Corps on tho left well toward the Capa
Fear At the same time Kilpatrick who
was acting in concert with Gen Williams
was ordered to draw back his cavalry and
mass it on tlio extreme rinht and in con
cert with Jacksons right to feel forward
for tlio uoidsborougti road lo got a
brigade on the road but it was attacked
by McLawss rebel division furiously and
Hmnnrti it fj nrlif tt oll ntnl lmril tlio liritrnrln
drewTiack to the flank of the artillery Tha
whole line advanced late in the afternoon
drove the enemy well within his intrenched
line and pressed him so hard that next
morning lie was gone Having retreated
in a miserable stormy night over the worst
of roads Wards Division of Infantry
followed to and through Averasborough
developing tho fact that Hardee had re-
treated

¬

not on Raleigh but on Smithfield
I had the night before directed Kilpatrick
to cross South River at a mill dam to our
right rear anil move up on the east side
toward Elevation Gen Slocum reports
bis aggregate loss in this affair known as
that of AerasborollgIl at 12 officers and
G5 men killed and 477 wounded Wo lost
no prisoners Tho enemys loss can bo
inferred from his dead 10S left for us to
bury Leaving Wards Division to keep
up a show of pursuit Slocums columti
was turned to tho right built a bridge across
the swollen South River and took tha
Goldsborough road Kilpatrick crossing
to the north in the direction of Elevation
with orders to move eastward watching
that flank In the meantime tho wagon
trains und guards as also Howards
column wero wallowing along tho miry
roads toward Bentonville and Golds
borouch The enemvs infantrv as before
stated had retreated on Smithfield and his
cavalry retreated across our front in tha
same direction burning the bridges across
Mill Creek I continued with the head of
Slocums column and camped the night of
tho IStli witli turn on tlio Uoiusborouga
road 27 miles from Goldsborough about
five miles from Bentonville and where
the road from Clinton to Smithfield crosses
the Goldsborough road Howard was
at Leos Store only two miles south and
both columns had pickets threo miles for-
ward

¬

to where the two roads came together
and became common to Goldsborough

ENEMY ENCOUNTERED IN FORCE

All the signs Induced me to believe thai
tho enemy would mako no further opposi-
tion

¬

to our progress anil would not attempt
to strike us in Hank while in motion I
therefore directed Howard to move his Right
Wing by tho new Goldsborough road
wh ich goes by way of Falling Creek Church
also left Slocum and joined Howards
column with a view to open communica-
tion

¬

with Gen Schofield coming up from
New Berne and Terry from Wilmington
I found Gen Howards column well strung
out owing to the very bad roads and did
not overtake him in person until ho had
reached Falling Creek Church with ona
regiment forward to tho crossroads near
Coxs Bridge across the Jieuse I had


